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23 March – 5 May, 2020 

 

“It's through curiosity and looking at opportunities  

in new ways that we've always mapped our path.”  

- Michel Dell 

#StayHomeStaySafe#TogetherWeShallOvercome 
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COVID -19 (Corona Virus Disease 2019) has caused widespread devastation to the entire human 

life around the world. The normal standards and timeline of human behaviour completely came to 

an end. As per World Health Organisation, it is high time that we have to find a ‘new normal’ for 

our day-to-day life. Lockdown was first announced in India by the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi with effect from midnight of March 24, 2020 for 21 days till April 14 in the first 

phase and, then, extended till May 3, 2020 by 19 days (Phase-2) cumulating to 40 days. It was a 

period of low productivity and passivity for many. But several others were tireless in their efforts, 

especially the health care workers and law enforcement personnel who braved the pandemic and set 

out to serve the afflicted to bring order, relief and peace in against many odds. St. Gregorios 

Dayabhavan did not sit back in this period of adversity but committed to do its bit for the 

community. Here is a brief report of its activities. 

 

 

 

Dayabhavan volunteers started to distribute food kits to 

homeless, unemployed migrant workers, and the mentally 

challenged mostly found in the streets and makeshift camps 

of Kunigal Taluk. This was easily the most vulnerable 

category of people severely affected by the lockdown, as a 

result of closing trade and businesses and, consequently, was 

deprived of means of sustenance. The organization began 

serving parcels of food that were packed hygienically at its 

campus kitchen to those in the streets and camps at a rate of 

150 parcels per day. There was a great deal of 

encouragement and support from many friends and well-

wishers who helped us with cash and kind. It has been 

possible to serve about 18,000 food packets during the lockdown period. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD PACKETS    

INTRODUCTION 
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The Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of Karnataka organised an 

Orientation Workshop for District-based Child Protection Units with video participation of District 

Child Protection Units (DCPU), Juvenile Justice Board, Child Welfare Committee (CWC) and all 

State Bodies who work for child welfare. The inmates and staff of Dayabhavan attended the zoom 

session which was held on 7 April, 2020. 

  

 

 

  

An Awareness Program was held on 20 March, 

2020 for Dayaboys to give an insight on the do’s 

and don’ts during the period of COVID-19. Dr. 

Raj Kumara (Medical Officer, Dayabhavan 

Medical Mission Hospital) and Dr. Shiva Kumar 

(Medical Intern, St. Gregorios Dayabhavan) led 

the session. The session explained on the steps to 

be followed while washing hands, importance of 

wearing masks, promoting the use of sanitizers, etc.  

St. Gregorios Dayabhavan teamed with Labour 

Office, Kunigal to organize an COVID-19 

Awareness Campaigns on 3 April at Labour 

Camps in Kunigal and in KRS Agrahara. The 

awareness program was addressed by Mr. H.M. 

Somashekhar (Labour Inspector, Kunigal) who 

spoke about sanitation, hygiene, face masks, 

physical distancing, masks and sanitizers. 

 

 

 

ZOOM CONFERENCE WITH MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT    

AWARENESS ON COVID -19 
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Medical check-up and screening was performed for all inmate children and staff of Dayabhavan at 

more frequent intervals. This was done to keep a cross-check on health condition and immunity 

levels of the inmates during the pandemic. Dr. Raj Kumara (Medical Officer, Dayabhavan Medical 

Mission Hospital) and Dr. Shiva Kumar (Medical Intern, St. Gregorios Dayabhavan) were on duty.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a bid to keep the mind and body engaged, the organization conducted several cultural programs 

for the inmate children so as to involve and help their cognitive development.  

i. Cultural Night: The event was conducted twice a week to stimulate creativity and 

organizational skill among children. Dayaboys were divided into various groups who then 

enacted theme-based performances including dances, songs, skits, and drama.  

ii. Debate Competition: Teams of high school children spoke for and against the Lock Down, a 

topic that helped to evolve clear understanding in terms of infectious diseases and prevention 

modes. The test brought clarity and seriousness to the young minds as also help them with 

healthy practices.      

iii. Photography Competition: The theme Nature brought forth many pristine images as also 

thoughtful perspectives from children. Provided with a camera and specific time period each, 

participants were encouraged to present the best of nature with a caption. Here are few of 

them.  

 MEDICAL CHECK-UP 

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
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iv. Collage and Drawing Competition: In this event, the high school children displayed many 

creative skills and visuals using pencil and drawing board. The theme Nature yielded many 

colourful insights of young minds.  

 

 

 

Mr. V.G. Ramesh (Co-ordinator, Dayabhavan Group of 

Institutions), Mr. Vasanth Kumar (Transportation-in-Charge, 

St. Gregorios Dayabhavan) and 5 of our inmates (Dr. Shiva 

Kumar, Mr. Gowrish, Mr. M.K. Srinivas, Mr. Vikas Reddy and 

Mr. Arun B) received Government Volunteer ID Cards enabling 

them to engage in voluntary services during the lockdown period. 

This is a compliment from the Government. Dayabhavan is also 

involved in rehabilitation programs both at the District and Taluk level. 

   

 

 

The Blood Banks incurred a large deficit due to non-availability and nation-wide lockdown. As a 

result, many patients at various hospitals in the District suffered. In an attempt to mitigate this issue, 

Dayabhavan decided to conduct Blood Donation Camps in its operations area.  

The first Blood Donation Camp was 

held in collaboration with Tumkur 

Blood Bank Unit and Seva Bhagya 

Foundation. Dr. Ranganath (Hon’ble 

MLA) inaugurated the campaign by 

handing over the collected blood to 

District Blood Bank. Mr. Vishwanath 

(Tahsildar, Kunigal), Mr. Niranjan 

Kumar (Circle-Inspector of Police, 

Kunigal), Mr. Vikas Gowda (Sub-Inspector of Police, Kunigal), Dr. Ganesh Babu (Administrative 

Medical Officer, Kunigal Taluk Hospital) were present.  Dayabhavan inmates Dr. Shivakumar and 

Mr. Gowrish led the medical 

screening. The drive collected 58 units 

of blood.  

The second Blood Donation Camp was 

held at Dayabhavan Medical Mission 

Hospital on 26 April, 2020 together 

with Sanjeevini Blood Bank, Tumkur 

DAYABHAVAN RECIEVES GOVERNMENT ID-CARDS 

BLOOD DONATION CAMPS 
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which yielded 35 units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third was a Mega Blood Donation Drive in Kunigal organized together with Vasavi Yuvajana 

Sangha, Kunigal on 3 May 2020, when 85 units of blood were collected. Mr. Vishwanath (Hon'ble 

Tahsildar) inaugurated the campaign. The organization acknowledges the whole-hearted support of 

all donors and facilitators including Mr. Vikas Gowda (Sub-Inspector of Police, Kunigal) who 

participated in the donation drive.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

The spread of the pandemic has created an atmosphere of fear and apprehension among Corona 

Patients and those who have been kept in quarantine as a precautionary measure. All of them feel 

alienated and some even lose their sense of belonging. Several COVID-19 cases were reported in 

Tumkur District and the investigations that followed resulted in many people (who had primary and 

secondary contacts with the patients) being quarantined in institutions (hospitals, camps) and at 

home for a prescribed duration. Teams from Dayabhavan and the District Administration have been 

making periodic visits to all affected population with a view to meet and counsel them. This has 

helped partially to mitigate estrangement and social exclusion among them by connecting with 

family, peer, and neighbourhood groups. 

  

 

 

STIGMA ERADICATION 
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The widespread shortage of masks in and around 

Kunigal during the lockdown period prompted the 

organization to convert its existing tailoring facility 

at Dayavarsha Tailoring Centre, Hebbur to a Mask 

Production Unit. This helped to manufacture and 

distribute freely good quality masks to the Kunigal 

Corona Warriors who, in turn, served different 

critical areas of Kunigal and Tumkur including 

Hospitals and Police Stations. 

 

 

Since the very first day of lockdown, the police personnel have been working tirelessly day and 

night to comply with law and order. Their efforts have not been in vain and truly deserve special 

appreciation. In honour of the selfless and critical services rendered, St. Gregorios Dayabhavan took 

a moment to cheer the community heroes and serve them food (April 12, 2020). 

 
 

 

The organization has been distributing meals in different colonies of Tumkur District under the Mar 

Chrysostomos Karunya Anna (MACHKA) initiative. This was a blessing to many households who 

faced difficulties in preparing and/or obtaining food during the lockdown period. Dayabhavan also 

distributed vegetable kits (an assortment of carrot, tomato, cabbage and beans) to 200 households 

located in some of these colonies.  

HONOURING OUR GUARDS 

DISTRIBUTION OF VEGETABLE KITS 

DISTRIBUTION OF MASKS 
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Government officials and nodal officers visited the organization’s campus during this period who 

provided guidelines and preventive actions for implementation. They included: 

 

i. Mrs. Vasanthi Uppar (District Child Protection Officer, Tumkur) 

ii. Ms. Anusha D. (Child Development Program Officer, Kunigal) 

iii. Mr. Thimmaraju (Block Education Officer, Kunigal) 

iv. Mr. Chethan Murthy (Nodal Officer, Red Cross, Tumkur) 

Visitors appreciated the organization’s efforts and compliance measures during the pandemic 

outburst and the rehabilitation initiatives undertaken in the lockdown period. 

 

 

 

St. Gregorios Dayabhavan has registered in the State 

Government portal www.karnatakafightscorona.org, a body   

dedicated to donate, support, and volunteer in  COVID-19 

efforts in the State. Dayabhavan is among few NGOs of 

Tumkur District who is associating with District and Taluk 

level activities of the government to fight the pandemic.   

 

 

 

 

To many, the lockdown has been a period of inactivity and loneliness with little utilization and 

productivity. The organization strives to utilize the time engaging in social and rehabilitation 

services, and also by toiling the field for self-sustenance. The time and effort invested to plant 

vegetable saplings and seeds will, hopefully bear fruit. 

                                                

 
                                                                                                    

GROWING VEGETABLES 

@ KARNATAKA FIGHTS CORONA 

VISITING OFFICIALS 
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#KarnatakaFightsCorona 

#IndiaFightsCorona 

#TogtherWeShallOvercome 
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St. Gregorios Dayabhavan 

[Registered: Society Reg. Act 1860, 12AA & 80G Income 
Tax Act 1961] 

69, Vanigere Village, Bhaktharahalli Post, 
Kunigal Taluk, Tumkur-572120, Karnataka State, India. 

Cell: 0091-9448371298, 9448476773 
E-mail: dayabhavan@gmail.com URL: 


